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“To Offer | e
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All the §
People™”

EVENTEEN young men were

ordained priests last Saturday
by His Lordship Bishop Lawrence
Bianchi in what was probably
the first ordination rite at an
evening Mass in the Diocese of
Hong Kong. The Church’s
ancient ceremonies of the con-
ferral of the Sacrament of Holy
Orders  on the  seventeen
seminarians took place at Holy
Souls’ Church in Wanchai, a very
“Catholic’” part of Hong Kong
Island where already for a
hundred years there has been a
Catholic church.

For the first time in five years
there are among the new priests
two from Hong Kong who wili
join the diocesan clergy. The
others come from various Dioceses
in China and will serve now
either in Hong Kong or in
Taiwan. Six of the new priests
are members of the Dominican
Order.

It is the priest’s great work to
“give testimony to the truth”’,
to instruct in the truth of God,
to emphasize the whole divine
truth, to deepen the spirit of
faith in man’s souls, to bring the
helps of God to man, to offer
sacrifice for all the people, to
counsel and to bless.

Bishop Bianchi congratulating one of the newly
ordained priests.

With full appreciation of the
dignity and duties, the
opportunities and difficulties of
their priestly work, we con-
gratulate these new priests as
they ascend the altar of the
Sacrifice of the Mass. We
promise them our constant prayer
that they may be blessed by God
during a long life in grace and
health, so that they may offer
daily Mass, bless, spiritually
lead, preach and baptize, as the
Bishop directed them in their
ordination.

May Jesus Christ, the Great
High Priest, sustain these
seventeen, whom He has called,
in all their sacerdotal ministry,
that they may translate
effectively into modern life the
holy history surrounding their
ordination. May the Holy Spirit,
invoked upon them at the time
of the anointing of their hands,
so guide them, that the history
of their priesthood will inspire
boys and young men of still
another  generation to listen
responsively to the vocation to
serve God and His Church as
priests.







